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Civilians can support planetary defense by learning the basics, sharing verified
information, preparing responsibly, and helping build a calm science-aware community.

Useful public participation

Most people do not need to operate telescopes to help. The biggest contributions are
education, calm communication, preparedness, and support for science literacy.

Do not amplify rumors

Unverified claims can cause confusion. Share links to official sources and avoid dramatic
language unless official agencies confirm a real emergency.

Practical workflow

? 1. **Learn the terms** - understand asteroids, comets, meteoroids, close approaches, and
uncertainty.

? 2. *Follow official sources** - use NASA/JPL, IAWN, ESA, MPC, and local emergency
agencies as primary references.

? 3. **Observe responsibly** - if you are an observer, keep timestamps, locations,
equipment notes, and repeatable methods.

? 4. **Report through proper channels** - use established astronomy and emergency channels
instead of social-media guesswork.

? 5. *Prepare calmly** - build all-hazards family readiness that helps in storms,

outages, and rare impact scenarios.

? 6. **Teach others** - help students, family, and neighbors understand the science

without panic.

Good civilian contributions

? Point people to verified sources.
? Support education and observatory projects.
? Practice family communication and emergency readiness.

What to avoid

? Posting unsourced impact claims.
? Treating close approaches as confirmed threats.
? Sharing private observer locations without permission.
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